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Mayor’s Update 

Purpose of Report 

To provide LEP Board Members with an update on key Mayoral activity relating to the economic 
agenda. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. The COVID pandemic and Tier 3 restrictions in South Yorkshire  

 
From Saturday 24 October, all four areas of South Yorkshire (Barnsley, Doncaster, Rotherham 
and Sheffield) entered the Very High Alert level of Coronavirus restrictions – also known as Tier 3. 
This decision followed extensive discussions with Ministers by local council leaders and myself. 
All those involved in these discussions recognised the gravity of the situation and sought to take 
the responsible route to ensure we save lives and livelihoods and protect our NHS. The latest data 
showed that more older people contracting the virus was leading to more people being admitted to 
hospital, with the number of COVID patients doubling in the last ten days. This meant that inaction 
was not an option.    
 
The additional restrictions come alongside additional support for South Yorkshire. This comprises 
£41m of funding, including £30m to support the region’s businesses, and £11m for local authorities 
to support public health measures such as Test and Trace to stop the spread of the virus. This is 
in addition to the financial support that has been announced by the Chancellor to support 
businesses in sectors that need to close and those that will experience reduced demand as a 
result of the measures.  
 
While infection rates vary across South Yorkshire, collective action was agreed as the only 
practical option to keep everyone in our region safe. If restrictions are effective, individual local 
authorities may be able to move to lower alert levels as soon as it is safe to do so, albeit involving 
consultation with national government. 
 
To exit Tier 3 as quickly as possible, it’s critical people in South Yorkshire follow the new 
restrictions in place. I want to thank everyone in the region for their perseverance.  
Our NHS staff have worked tirelessly throughout this pandemic to keep us all safe. We owe it to 
them to ease the pressure ahead of the toughest winter our health service will ever face. I know 
people will step up and do their bit. 
 
Detailed information on the restrictions is available in the government guidance. 
 

2. Unlocking the potential of South Yorkshire through additional investment   
 
The current COVID crisis is accelerating the already powerful argument to level up. The North has 
been hit hard by COVID; with more cases than other parts of the country, and around four times 
the hospitalisation rate of London.  
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-covid-alert-level-very-high


 

I re-stated the case to level up, in my speech at the Great Northern Conference on the 22nd 
October. The case for levelling up is undeniable. It is both a deeply moral case, and a deeply 
practical one. 
 
My goal in South Yorkshire is not just for recovery but a renewal that makes us stronger, greener, 
and fairer. I think we need that for all of the UK. 
 
Comprehensive Spending Review 
 
With the country’s finances facing unprecedented pressures in peacetime it was understandable 
that Government has decided to undertake a one, rather than a three-year Comprehensive 
Spending Review. Whilst this is disappointing and runs counter to what I and many others have 
been calling for, it is not entirely surprising. 
 
The challenge we face locally is that the Spending Review was the Government’s opportunity to 
give us certainty on our long-term funding settlement and to unlock additional investment in our 
economy. The LEP, MCA and I now have only limited discretionary funding available to support 
communities and businesses in the here and now. The MCA’s Members and I are committed to 
targeting our devolved funding to do what we can in the short-term, but I fear that we will have 
another twelve months of piecemeal and hand-to-mouth project funding.  
 
I will therefore continue to make the case for Government to provide the right package of support 
through the Spending Review to support South Yorkshire realise it’s potential. Top of the list for 
this is fully funding our Renewal Action Plan so we can give people, businesses and communities 
the support they need to build back better. But this will also require a fair funding settlement for our 
local authorities, public services and to literally keep us moving with funding for our public 
transport network.  
 

3. South Yorkshire Flooding Roundtable  
 
In October, South Yorkshire MPs, Leaders and I met with Ministers from Defra on flooding. The 
meeting, which also involved the Environment Agency, was constructive, focusing on the need to 
make our region more resilient to floods, keeping families and businesses safe. 
 
There was unanimous support from partners across South Yorkshire for delivery of our 
programme of 27 priority schemes, that will protect over 10,300 homes and 2,800 businesses. We 
now have a foot in the door with Government and I will continue to make the case for the full 
delivery of our programme that represents a step change in investment.  
 
Through the Spending Review the Government must make a start at unlocking funding for shovel-
ready schemes, making vital progress in enabling South Yorkshire more resilient to flooding, 
protecting homes and businesses from harm. 

 
 

https://sheffieldcityregion.org.uk/mayor-delivers-speech-to-great-northern-conference/

